THEIR   FINEST    HOUR**
persecution of the Jews, with the ghetto, and was it not the great
humanist revolution that first secured civil emancipation for the
Jews and the end of the ghetto? Is it not, therefore, tantamount
to a restoration of the ghetto when that revolution is combated
once more, and for Christian reasons? Was it not only logical
that anti-Semitism should then become actually a political
demand?
For that reason the mission of the Jews must always lie on the
side of revolution, of liberation, of dissolution. Yet that is in
conflict with their true spiritual mission, which lies on the side of
the law, of conservation, of tradition, of the broad historical paths
to a higher humanity. In this tragic confusion the Jew bears
more plainly than any other race of men the burden of an un-
ending struggle. It is the eternal antinomy between revolution
and tradition, between liberation and obligation. Both are men's
mission, though not simultaneously in equal measure. Because
the Jew is burdened most heavily of all men with this insoluble
antinomy, he runs the risk of being made responsible for it, It is
against their own insoluble problem of becoming human that the
dull and the base in humanity are in revolt in anti-Semitism.
Judaism, nevertheless, together with Hellenism and Christianity,
is an inalienable component of our Christian Western civilization,
the eternal "call to Sinai", against which humanity again and
again rebels.
"Their Finest Hour"
There is no more counting of these days and weeks of bombing*
We have become used to this new life, its ebb and flow, its pulse
and breath, the heavier and lighter attacks. People one knew,
people one had met but a few days ago, are to-day among the
victims. Houses we used to see full of life are now ruins. There
was our milk-shop. The girl who brought the milk was among the
victims. The greengrocer's wife is in hospital, severely injured.
The barber's shop has been hit by a bomb. Over there four of the
gentle, refined French nuns have been killed. There were six of
themj two who were on night duty escaped. What has this little
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